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Estate News

Howard Jones 

At a meeting held on Friday 
the 10th of October, the 
Environmental Management 
Committee met for the first time 
in a formal session, where the 
apportioning of responsibilities 
and focus areas were discussed. 
The multi-disciplinary requirements 
for the management of our 
wonderful fauna and flora in IFV 
also became apparent.

As the meeting progressed it 
became more and more evident 
that we have a very interesting 
task ahead of us, however we as 
IFV are very privileged to have a 
cross section of people who have 
made their very precious time 
available for this task.

The main areas of focus will 
include the management and 

control of the existing fauna and 
flora, park development, recycling 
and waste management, water 
issues and legislative compliance.

The spatial planning of the 
Estate will determine which 
areas require trees and shrubs 
for the creation of open areas as 
well as “thickets” to benefit all of 
the fauna. This was explained to 
the committee by some of the 
very knowledgeable members of 
the EMC and is apparently very 
important for the well-being of 
these antelope that co-exist with 
us in IFV. This will require some 
very detailed environmental 
planning, budgeting and long-
term vision

Under the heading of Infrastructure 
and Land Use, this committee will 

Regards,

Howard Jones

investigate, assess and motivate 
the best practice required to 
utilize our already precious grass- 
lands to ensure the long-term 
viability and continued use for all 
residents of IFV.

The effect of possible walking and 
cycling trails will be assessed as 
these could be used to encourage 
youth to become more aware of 
the natural environment in which 
we are all privileged to live.

Should you feel that you would be 
able to contribute to the efforts 
of the EMC in any way, please 
contact the Estate office at your 
convenience.

The EMC Moves in the Right Direction!

"We want to encourage 
youth to become more 
aware of the natural 
environment in which 
we are all privileged to 
live."

Message from
 Estate Director Howard Jones



Estate Manager

At van Niekerk 

 the Estate Manager
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Dear Residents
The year is racing to an end and 
one can feel the pressure mounting 
to get all the tasks for the year 
completed. 

First of all, a special word of 
encouragement to all our scholars 
and students who are busy with 
their final examinations. Believe in 
yourself, persevere with the race, 
be focused and enjoy the success 
to follow. We would like to receive 
your results to share them with the 
rest of our Residents.

The planning for the Fun Day is 
going well. It will take place on 
Saturday, 29 November 2014 from 
9am till 2pm in Primrose Park. This 
year we want to make the day 
even better for all our Residents, 
especially for the children. The 
big attraction will be DOZI, who is 
sponsored by Jonathan Koen from 
Superior Realty. Our Residents are 
urged to make this a big family 
event and to invite their family and 
friends to come and enjoy the day 
with us. Santa Claus will be paying a 
special visit to Irene Farm Villages on 
the day and will be bringing presents 
for the kids. Residents are also invited 
to display and sell their arts and crafts 
by booking their stall with Madeleine 
at the office (012 662 3505/admin@
irenefarmvillages.co.za).

We are blessed with a lot of skilled 
Residents in our Estate and we would 
like to share your skills or experiences 
with all our Residents. Therefore, 
please do not hesitate to send your 
articles or stories to us. Please note 
that part three of the series “Take 
Better Pictures” will continue in the 
November 2014 issue.

We came across another one of 
our talented Residents, Lucas 
Oosthuizen, who has worked as a 
journalist, academic and marketer. 
He is the current marketing director 
of Beetroot Inc and still dabbles 
in academia and journalism when 

Message from

The big attraction will be DOZI, who is sponsored by Jonathan Koen

he has the opportunity. Lucas and 
his family moved into Irene Farm 
Villages just over a year ago. In this 
edition, Lucas will be sharing some 
of his travel experiences with our 
Residents. Not only is Lucas a great 
story teller, but is also a talented 
photographer. 

The cover page photo was taken by 
Lucas in the TankwaKaroo National 
Park during one of his many journeys. 
For those of us, who do not know, 
the Tankwa National Park is situated 
on the border between the Northern 
Cape and the Western Cape near the 
Roggeveld Escarpment.

TankwaKaroo National Park 
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The following operational 
activities are brought 
to the attention of our 
Residents:

•  The maintenance and painting 
   of the steel jungle gyms that were 
   donated to the HOA.

•  The maintenance and painting of 
   the boundary walls facing the 
   parks, servitudes and open spaces.

•  The maintenance and painting of 
   the HOA buildings at both  
   entrances has been completed.

•  The stand numbers still to be 
   painted on to the boundary walls 
   facing the parks and open spaces. 
   This will assist Security to identify a 
   specific stand when necessary.

•  A number of Residents were given 
   notice to attend to the maintenance 
   and painting of their properties, 
   as well as the maintenance of their 
   gardens.

•  A further ±120 trees will be planted 
   alongside the Eastern perimeter of 
   the Estate from the Main gate to 
   the North gate.

•  Garden services are busy with the 
   removal of litter, debris and intruder 
   plants from the open spaces.

•  During the current dry month 
   the smaller garden plants and the 
   younger trees are watered regularly 
   with the use of the water tanker.

•  Once we have had good rains, the 
   parks will be fertilized.

•  The natural veld grass in Half Moon 
   and Duke Parks will be cut down 
   to stimulate the growth of the 
   grass. The same was done in the 
   natural veld grass parks at 
   the North gate. The Residents 
   surrounding these parks will be 
   informed in advance.

The veld grass in Half Moon Park 

Although we were blessed with no 
security breaches, the Estate 
Management had to cope with a 
number of transgressions of the 
HOA Rules and Regulations. The 
following were the more prominent 
and frequent ones that occurred:

•  Speeding and failure to stop at 
    the Stop Streets.

•  Residents that take their dogs 
   (especially the bigger ones) for a 
   walk and then unleash them in the 
   open spaces/veld areas. This poses 
   a serious threat to our wildlife.

•  Household workers that are driven 
    into the Estate and allowed to 
    work, and even live-in, without being 
    registered at the Estate Office.

•  Littering in parks and the open spaces.

•  Disturbance of the peace, 
   especially loud music late at night 
    and the continuous barking of dogs.

•  Trailers, caravans, etc parked on 
    driveways.

•  Building additions or alterations 
    without submitting the building 
    plans to the HOA Aesthetic Sub-
    Committee for consideration.

•  Failure to paint the exterior of the 
    property in an earthy colour.

A number of penalties were 
issued during the past month for 
non-compliance with the HOA 
Rules.

Part of the role of Estate Management 
is to preserve and maintain a high-
quality lifestyle for all the Members 
of the HOA. In order to achieve this 
goal the co-operation of every 
Resident is needed.

The following property management 
projects are currently in progress:

•  The traffic circle development at 
    the entrance to the main gate.

•  The selling of two (2) HOA stands, 
    which are currently used as HOA 
    parks. A communication has already 
    been sent to all the Members.

•  The selling of 17 stands by Irene 
    Land Corporation; the Township 
    Development is still in progress at 
    the Tshwane City Council.

We will update all our Residents 
soon regarding the re-registration 
of Residents and all the household 
workers for 2015.

Regards,

From the Estate 
Management Team
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Nature
Simon Smith

The Red Chested Cuckoo (Piet 
my Vrou) started calling in the 
Estate last weekend.

A tricky guy to photograph as he 
usually sits concealed in the tops 
of trees and calls for day on end! 
I imitated this bird’s call, and he 
came and landed in the tree in-
front of me, enabling me to get 
this picture! 

Most birds will generally come 
and investigate an intruder in 
their area, and I learnt this as a 
young kid, calling the birds in 
closer to get my pictures!

He is also a typical cuckoo, and 
lays his eggs in other birds’ nests, 
where the usually smaller bird 
ends up with this large egg in its 
nest, and eventually a large chick 
in its nest. The baby cuckoo 
will often kick out the other 
eggs or hatchlings so that they 
guarantee their survival… of the 
fittest (or biggest) and a poor 

Cape Robin (chat) will end up 
feeding this large intruder!  

It is usually solitary and highly 
vocal and lives on forests and 
plantations. It eats insects.

The red-chested cuckoo takes 
on more than a single mate (it is 
polygamous). The nesting habit 
of red-chested cuckoo is to use 
the nest of another bird. About 
15 different species of small bird 
are parasitised but the most 
common hosts are the Cape 
robin-chat (Cossypha caffra), the 
Cape wagtail (Motacilla capensis) 
and the white-throated robin-
chat (Cossypha humeralis). The 
surrogate family then raises the 
chick. The bird lays eggs that are 
brown in colour and number 
between 20 eggs per season in 
different nests.

The Red-chested Cuckoo is a 
migrant to South Africa. The 
Zulus call it Uphezukomkhono, 
which means “on the arm”. They 
call it this because it arrives in 
South Africa in October, and its 
first calls in the season means it 
is time to put your hoe on your 
arm and start preparing your 
fields, because the first rains are 
on the way. It leaves again at the 
end of summer, in February.

Native and / or nesting

Rare / Occasional





Gardening
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Security
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Marchell Galant

Dear Residents
As most of you know by now, Irene 
Farm Villages falls under the LS3 
CPF (Lyttelton Sector 3 Community 
Policing Forum). The following crime 
stats have been reported to the LS3 
CPF: 6 burglaries, 1 armed robbery, 3 
thefts of motor vehicles, 3 thefts out 
of motor vehicles, 2 poisonings and 1 
drug-related case. Residents, please 
make sure that your vehicle is locked 
when you park at a shopping area or 
public place and also make sure that 
no handbags, laptops or any other 
valuables are left in your vehicle when 
parked in a public area. 

I have communicated to you previously 
the seriousness of registering your 
household workers. We still have 
Residents that sneak household 
workers into the Estate and, when 
confronted, they state that they 
didn’t know that all household 
workers must be registered. When will 
Residents realise that they are putting 
themselves, as well as the entire Estate, 
at risk when they act in this way. 
The Estate rules clearly state that all 
workers must be registered. We also 
have Residents that share household 
workers. All household workers must 
be registered for each property that 
he or she works at. A penalty will be 
imposed against you for bringing 
household workers into the Estate 
and not registering them.

Security are still experiencing a 
problem where domestic workers 
arrive at the gates with goods that 
they allege they have received from 
Residents and they have no letter 
stating that they have received any 
goods. We have domestic workers 

• That all ground floor windows are closed.

• That all doors are closed and locked.

• That all vehicles that are parked in 
  driveways are locked and all valuables 
  (e.g. laptops, wallets, handbags and 
  GPS navigators) removed from the vehicle.

• That alarm systems are  used, armed 
  and in a working condition.

• Be vigilant at all times in the Estate and 
  report any suspicious activities directly 
  to the Protea Coin Security Manager.

• Let’s all be law-abiding citizens and 
  prevent crime, register all domestic 
  workers and gardeners and make sure 
  that they have valid ID or passport 
  documents.

that get upset when they are stopped 
and questioned by Security. Some 
domestics complain that they are 
going to be late for their transport. 
Residents, please note that you have 
to provide your household workers 
with the relevant documentation 
when you give them goods.  

Our female Security Officer, Zanele 
Dhlamini, is on maternity leave and 
will return in March 2015. Zanele 
was recently surprised by one of the 

Residents can contact me directly 
should they be interested in having 
an alarm system linked to our Protea 

Coin 24hrs Call Centre in Highveld 
Techno Park. 

Marchell Galant 
galantm@proteacoin.co.za   

082-300-1835

Make Sure

Residents in the Estate who planned 
a baby shower for her. Protea Coin 
and I would like to thank Mrs Pillay for 
the baby shower that she organized 
together with the following residents: 
Mrs Reynders, Mrs Charles and Mrs 
Bonya. I would also like to thank the 
following Residents for all the baby 
gifts that they brought for Zanele. She 
really appreciated it: Mrs Klopper and 
her family, Mrs Zungu, Mrs Moleko, 
Mrs Brand, Mrs Engelbrecht , Mrs 
Armstrong and Mrs Motlhoioa.

Surprise Baby Shower for Zanele

Kind Regards, 
Marchell Galant

I would like to introduce Glanny 
Mathebula to you. She will be assisting 
us whilst Zanele is on maternity leave. 
Glanny is from Centurion Golf Estate, 
where she does access control.

I would also like to ask ALL RESIDENTS 
to report any suspicious activity to 
Security. Herewith please find the 
Emergency Security numbers:

 24hr Security guard room  012-662-1688
 24hr Controller  082-947-7610 
 24hr Shift Manager  082-838-7779 
 Security Manager  082-300-1835.



September 2014                             Year to Date                                  YTD Variance 

Actual              Budget             Acutal     Budget            Value                 %         

Operational Income

Levy Income

Normal Levies 736 862 736 862 5 158 031 5 158 035 4 0.00%

Other Income

Interest Received 46 538 6 792 204 932 47 544 157 388 331.04%

Contractors Permits 21 688 12 500 109 368 87 500 21 868 24.99%

Estate Agent Registration 0 0 95 000 95 000 (0) 0.00%

Post Box Annual Fee 241 2 500 26 338 17 500 8 838 50.50%

805 329 758 654 5 593 669 5 405 579 188 098 3.48%

Operational Expenditure

Professional /Administration 59 354 46 032 406 415 361 224 (45 191) -12.51%

Accounting Fees 31 504 31 700 211 086 207 500 (3 586) -1.73%

Audit Fees 0 0 58 463 53 400 (5 063) -9.48%

Bank Charges 2 287 2 666 16 515 18 662 2 147 11.51%

Insurance 22 478 8 166 81 911 57 162 (24 749) -43.30%

Legal & Professional Fees 3 085 3 500 38 440 24 500 (13 940) -56.90%

General Office 11 439 10 466 80 642 73 262 (7 380) -10.07%

Computer Expenses 761 1 900 8 565 13 300 4 735 35.60%

General Expenses 4 576 1 566 16 000 10 962 (5 038) -45.96%

Office Refreshment 812 500 4 965 3 500 (1 465) -41.87%

Printing & Stationary 2 964 3 500 25 761 24 500 (1 261) -5.15%

Telecommunication 2 326 3 000 25 350 21 000 (4 350) -20.72%

Operational Expenses 130 789 159 586 1 082 316 1 106 602 24 286 2.19%

Municipal Charges 18 210 42 986 314 835 300 902 (13 933) -4.63%

Recycling 0 6 500 46 280 45 500 (780) -1.71%

Donations 5 000 3 500 20 000 24 500 4 500 18.37%

Wildlife Conservation 2 699 2 000 11 200 12 000 800 6.67%

Meetings 607 600 15 867 17 700 1 833 10.36%

Salaries & Wages 104 273 104 000 674 134 706 000 31 866 4.51%

Security 408 950 415 052 2 753 809 2 753 792 (17) 0.00%

Access Control (ClickOn) 6 370 7 500 49 605 52 500 2 895 5.51%

Equipment Maintenance SLA 15 470 14 964 93 006 104 748 11 742 11.21%

Security Maintenance 930 6 400 50 846 44 800 (6 046) -13.50%

Guarding Services 386 181 386 188 2 560 352 2 551 744 (8 608) -0.34%

Repairs & Maintenance 119 240 110 052 796 460 770 364 (26 096) -3.39%

Equipment Maintenance 1 438 1 816 13 675 12 712 (963) -7.57%

Financial
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September 2014



IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Summary Income Statement 

September 2014

September  2014                         Year to Date                                YTD Variance 
Actual            Budget             Acutal    Budget              Value                %

Fuel 3 296 3 115 21 674 21 805 131 0.60%

General Maintenance 9 186 3 000 54 448 21 000 (33 448) -159.28%

Infrastructure Maintenance 15 936 5 900 97 680 41 300 (56 380) -136.51%

Park Maintenance 0 6 366 25 034 44 562 19 528 43.82%

Park Maintenance Contract 89 384 87 155 583 257 610 085 26 828 4.40%

Vehicles 0 2 700 692 18 900 18 208 96.34%

729 773 741 188 5 119 642 5 065 244 (54 398) -1.07%

Operating Profit / (Loss) 75 556 17 466 474 027 340 335 133 692

Non-Recurring Revenue

Estate Penalties 439 0 15 013 0 (15 013) 100.00%

Late Building Penalties 0 0 0 0 0 100.00%

Late Payment Penalties 5 307 0 22 259 0 (22 259) 100.00%

Expense Recoveries 0 0 0 0 0 100.00%

Other Income 0 0 0 0 0 100.00%

Plan Fees 6 631 0 (28 623) 0 28 623 100.00%

Sales to Members 10 855 0 21 031 0 (21 031) 100.00%

Non-Recurring Expenses

ILC Land Purchase 0 0 0 0 0 100.00%

Office Upgrade 6 249 0 136 086 50 000 (86 086) -172.17%

Park Development 15 010 6 250 153 800 43 750 (110 050) -251.54%

Traffic Calming Measures 0 0 357 795 125 000 (232 795) -186.24%

Municipal Historic 0 0 330 149 0 (330 149) 100.00%

Prior Year Projects 0 0 33 673 0 (33 673) 100.00%

Stand Sales 4 000 0 4 000 0 (4 000) 100.00%

1 974 (6 250) (981 824) (218 750) 763 074

Net Profit / (loss) 77 530 11 216 (507 797) 121 585 (629 382)

Operational Income

Levy Income

Normal Levies 736 862 736 862 5 158 031 5 158 035 4 0.00%

Other Income

Interest Received 46 538 6 792 204 932 47 544 157 388 331.04%

Contractors Permits 21 688 12 500 109 368 87 500 21 868 24.99%

Estate Agent Registration 0 0 95 000 95 000 (0) 0.00%

Post Box Annual Fee 241 2 500 26 338 17 500 8 838 50.50%

805 329 758 654 5 593 669 5 405 579 188 098 3.48%

Operational Expenditure

Professional /Administration 59 354 46 032 406 415 361 224 (45 191) -12.51%

Accounting Fees 31 504 31 700 211 086 207 500 (3 586) -1.73%

Audit Fees 0 0 58 463 53 400 (5 063) -9.48%

Bank Charges 2 287 2 666 16 515 18 662 2 147 11.51%

Insurance 22 478 8 166 81 911 57 162 (24 749) -43.30%

Legal & Professional Fees 3 085 3 500 38 440 24 500 (13 940) -56.90%

General Office 11 439 10 466 80 642 73 262 (7 380) -10.07%

Computer Expenses 761 1 900 8 565 13 300 4 735 35.60%

General Expenses 4 576 1 566 16 000 10 962 (5 038) -45.96%

Office Refreshment 812 500 4 965 3 500 (1 465) -41.87%

Printing & Stationary 2 964 3 500 25 761 24 500 (1 261) -5.15%

Telecommunication 2 326 3 000 25 350 21 000 (4 350) -20.72%

Operational Expenses 130 789 159 586 1 082 316 1 106 602 24 286 2.19%

Municipal Charges 18 210 42 986 314 835 300 902 (13 933) -4.63%

Recycling 0 6 500 46 280 45 500 (780) -1.71%

Donations 5 000 3 500 20 000 24 500 4 500 18.37%

Wildlife Conservation 2 699 2 000 11 200 12 000 800 6.67%

Meetings 607 600 15 867 17 700 1 833 10.36%

Salaries & Wages 104 273 104 000 674 134 706 000 31 866 4.51%

Security 408 950 415 052 2 753 809 2 753 792 (17) 0.00%

Access Control (ClickOn) 6 370 7 500 49 605 52 500 2 895 5.51%

Equipment Maintenance SLA 15 470 14 964 93 006 104 748 11 742 11.21%

Security Maintenance 930 6 400 50 846 44 800 (6 046) -13.50%

Guarding Services 386 181 386 188 2 560 352 2 551 744 (8 608) -0.34%

Repairs & Maintenance 119 240 110 052 796 460 770 364 (26 096) -3.39%

Equipment Maintenance 1 438 1 816 13 675 12 712 (963) -7.57%
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Account Ability

Office Address:

Sovereign Drive, 
Route 21 
Corporate Park

Accounting Office 
Hours

8:00 to 13:00 
Monday to Friday

Office Tel: 

082 780 0059

Accounts Email:

accounts@aams.co.za

IFV Accounts:

Winny Boshoff

Summary Income 
Statement by
Account Ability

We are seven months into the 2014/ 2015 financial year. As a result of a few 
operational changes and eventualities, the Board revisited the budget and 
did a reforecast forecast for the year. Considering the approved revenue 
and expenses for the year, the Board re-aligned the revenue and expense 
budgets to the actual and forecasted expenditure for the remainder of the 
current financial year.

For the month of September, an operating profit of R65,589 was achieved. 
Year to date, the operational profit is R466,712. Overall, the operational 
expenditures are managed very well.

The operational year to date profit however is turned into a reported 
loss of R512,195 compared to a planned loss of R145,150. The variance of 
R367,045 is a direct result of historic Tshwane expenditure, included in the 
financial statements as contingent liabilities and not provided for in the 

actual budget, as well as some approved over-expenditure on the projects 
budgeted for. The biggest overspend came from the Traffic Calming Measures 
where the Board approved an additional 6 speed humps to be implemented 
on critical places, for which the original budget did not suffice.

Park Development is ongoing, with guidance on the monthly 
development coming now from the newly established Environmental 
Management Committee (EMC).

The total outstanding amount on levy accounts due to the HOA this 
month increased slightly to R1,151,150. The increase completely relates to 
the unpaid levies and interest charges on the handed over accounts. The 
Board will continue to focus on this matter and drive the balance down.

Regards/Groete/Ka boikokobetso/Okuhlekodwal.

Please Note:
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DOMESTIC WORKERS

FOR SALE

STARBRIGHT IT SOLUTIONS

CUPCAKES & CAKES

PHILLIPS  DVT 7000

PETS

ALTO KLEEN - CARPET CLEANING

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN

THE VILLAGE TRAINING SQUAD

EXTRA LESSONS

MASSAGE STUDIO

SONTAL PRODUCTS

Reliable, efficient and trustworthy 
domestic helper seeking part time work 
Tuesday's and Thursday's. Available from 
1st November 2014. For details 
call Sandra on 0828590367.

My domestic Kumi is looking for 
employment for 3 days Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. She currently 
works 2 days for me and is a hard 
worker, she cleans and iron very well. 
Kumi's number is 073 300 6077 or 
myself on 082 346 2413.

Suzuki Quad Ozark LT F250 with Trailer
Comes with trailer, R30 000 or nearest 
offer. Helmuts x 2, gloves & goggles 
are available too, these are optional 
and price can be agreed on when 
viewing the quad. Please contact 
jacksonderryn@outlook.com if 
interested.

Perfect for Summer ! Trojan 200 
Treadmill for sale in very good 
condition. R3000 or nearest offer. 
Please contact: jacksonderryn@
outlook.com if interested.

Large Green plastic Igloo (dog 
kennel) for sale. R 850-00 o.n.c.o. 
Hardly been used. Call Shirley: 
0832730194

Are you tired of your unreliable 
Internet? Contact Starbright IT 
Solutions today to hear how we can 
help you with an affordable and 
reliable Internet connection! 
Tel: 012 004 0080 / info@starbright.
co.za / www.starbright.co.za.

I am a second year chemical 
engineering student and I am 
offering extra lessons for high school 
maths and science. Contact Robyn at 
079 883 9266 or mrobyn07@gmail.com.

Liani's - Cakes to your taste. In Irene 
Farm Village. Birthdays, Anniversaries,  
Christenings...any occasion you can 
think of. You name it and I will bake it! 
For quotes and orders call 0763317511 
or email - scholtz.liani@gmail.com.

Contact me!!! Maintenance or 
Electrical repair work in the Estate.
Also Certificates of Compliance 
(COC) – This is mandatory when 
selling your  property. Very 
Reasonable rates!!! Peet Erasmus: 
082 892 4203.

Improve your muscular strength and 
endurance as well as cardiovascular 
fitness. Join the Village Training Squad 
for outdoor exercises facilitated by a 
qualified Biokineticist. Contact Etresia 
on 0833522089.

If you would like to advertise in our 
smalls section, please contact us:  

Tel: 012 662 3505  
E-mail: 

admin@irenefarmvillages.co.za

The smalls are free and 
exclusive to the residents 

of Irene Farm Villages

All Smalls advertisements 
need to be resubmitted 

EVERY month.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR! IT IS TIME TO CLEAN UP; 
CARPETS,WINDOWS, PRE-OCCUPATIONAL 
CLEANING, ONCE OFF HYGENIC SPRING 
CLEAN,BASE SETS,UPHOLSTERY, LEATHER 
AND MATERIAL, PLEASE PHONE ALTA; 
082 395 6449.

360 degree meeting voice recorder 
with wireless remote control, 
meeting microphone, 44 days 
recording time, expandable memory, 
USB battery charging, dragon speech 
recognition. Hardly used, R3200. 
CONTACT Susanne: 082 783 7474

Massage studio in IFV run by Camelot 
trained therapist. Additional services 
include Gel nails,manicures and pedicures 
After hours appointments available.  
Contact Bridgitte: 074 1121 086.

I am agent for  SONTAL products. The 
most prominent product  is PEPTAN 
COLLAGEN. This product restores 
skin cell regeneration. If you are 
interested please call me on 082 785 9928  
- Alta Nel.

SMALLS



ALTO KLEEN - CARPET CLEANING

Jonathan Koen
Cell: 073 206 3877 

www.superiorrealty.co.za 
jonathan@superiorrealty.co.za 

Principal: Nina Antoniou
Agent: Nina Antoniou 

Cell: 082 963 1994
Agent: Simona Mes
Cell: 083 601 5392

Office: 012 667 3692 Fax: 086 617 0516

Principal agent:
 Machelle Henning-Walker

082 789 7888
Fax: 086 614 0153

www.rmrealtors.co.za
E-mail: machelle@rmrealtors.co.za

Principal: S.J. van Wyk
Tracy Keyter: 082 928 8219

Tracyk@seeff.com
Letitia van der Merwe: 082 865 1210

Letitia.vandermerwe@seeff.com
Office: 012 667 2167 Fax: 012 667 3566

www Seeff.com

Principal: Joanie la Grange
Agent: Steven Kruger

Steven Cell: 082-699-4881
Office: 012-663-9000

steven.kruger@leapfrog.co.za

Principal: Joanie la Grange
Agent: Steven Kruger

Steven cell: 082 699 4881
email: steven.kruger@leapfrog.co.za

Office: 012 663 9000

Principal: Retha Schutte
Office:  012 644 8300 
Fax:  012- 664 6790
Agent:  Peter Varrie 
Cell:  082 457 7416 

peter.varrie@pamgolding.co.za

Principal: Leane Graaff
Agents: Leane Graaff

Cell: 083 457 3184
Office: 012 689 2018

Fax:  086 698 6210
Email: lgestates@absamail.co.za

Agent: Kobus du Plessis
Principal Agent: MPRE

Cell: 082 318 7850
Office: 087 940 9110

Fax:  086 627 7902
Email: www.huizemarkplus.com

Jana Brink and Frank Roos
Cell: 0724020181/Cell:  0825550466

Office: 0126675201
jana.centurioneast@justresidential.co.za
frank.centurioneast@justresidential.co.za

www.justpropertygroup.co.za

Marina Cloete
Cell” 082 881 6566

marina.c@fineandcountry.com

Iulaai van Heerden
CELL: 082 495 9904

Iulia.vh@fineandcountry.com
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

10111
012 664 8600

079 528 1630

012 662 1688
42831
42832
082 300 1835
082 838 7779
082 947 7610

10177
082 911

012 662 3505/5601
079 525 9281

Tel: 082 780 0059
Fax: 086 671 9798
info@aams.co.za

Police Emergency
Lyttelton Police Station
Pierre van Ryneveld
Community Policing Forum

Security at Gates
Guard House Main Gate
Guard House North Gate 
Security Manager
Protea Coin Shift Manager 
Irene Farm Controller 

Fire Emergency
Medical Emergency

Irene Farm Villages:
Estate Office
Estate Manager

Managing Agent:
Account Ability













Travel
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Most travellers that transverse the 
Trans-Siberian Railway (the longest 
railway journey in the world) start 
in Moscow and end up in Beijing. 
My wife and I did it the other way 
around and got totally blown away 
by the Chinese capital. 

When we arrived in Beijing after a 
non-stop flight of 16 hours from 
Johannesburg, the tour guide that 
we secured for three days took us 
to our “hotel” on the outskirts of the 
city (that is home to a staggering 
20 million people)!

The guide, Davis, was very upset 
when we arrived at our abode – 
that was situated in a traditional 
Chinese neighbourhood or hutong. 
“Are you sure you want to stay 
here? I can get you a better hotel,” 
he enquired tentatively. We replied 
that we were staying put. The hotel 
was fine and suited our budget.

Because of the jet lag we slept 
most of the following day. Thanks 
to my wife – who planned the trip 
to a T – we had the day off. The 
next day Davis started his guided 
tour. Initially he did not strike me 
as a very good listener – and his 
answers to questions about the 
things that we saw were also not 
that forthcoming. But as we got to 
know him, he became a source of 
great amusement. 

He would start rambling off 
statistics and information (for 

example about the Great Wall) like 
a pre-programmed computer in a 
sing-song voice that was, at first, 
very difficult to understand. It did, 
however, not take us long to get 
used to his nasal pronunciation 
of English and in time he visibly 
started to relax more and to deviate 
from his well-prepared tourism 
script. It was only then that we 
realised that our place of residence 
really threw him. 

“Oh my God,” he ranted. “When 
we arrived there, there was no 
bellboy – only a dog” (a reference 
to an artificial dog that he mistook 
for a real one). “There was no air 
conditioner – only a fan” (our 
room had an air conditioner but 
the foyer did not have one). In a 
sign-off to his diatribe about our 
accommodation he added: “there 
were no lights in the street, only 
rubbish”. “When I phoned, the lady 

told me it was a five star hotel, 
but it had no stars!”

Miles really got going after that. 
“The Chinese people don’t like 
Obama,” he said. Why, I asked. “He 
looks like a monkey – and you look 
like a monkey too,” he added. I am 
not sure whether it was because 
of this categorisation (or the fact 
that I am nearly two metres tall) 
that I became an instant hit with 
the locals. Young and old people 
had their pictures taken with me 
(even in Tiananmen Square) and 
were extremely grateful for the 
opportunity!

When we cancelled a scheduled 
event to see Chinese acrobats in 
action the first night of our guided 
tour, he insisted on knowing 
why. I explained to him that we 
were gatvol (figurative Afrikaans 
that denotes that you have had 
enough). He loved the word.  

The next day he was walking 
around the Great Wall telling each 
and every one that he was gatvol. 
Afrikaans visitors to the Great 
Wall (they looked like very serious 
people) looked slightly gob-smacked 
as a result. He also walked around and 
identified people that he thought 
looked gatvol. 

Our stay in the hutong turned out 
to be a great decision. The food was 
excellent and affordable – and the 
Chinese people turned out to be 
extremely friendly. We will definitely 
go back to tour rural China if the 
opportunity presents itself.



Deur Lucas M. Oosthuizen
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Avontuur

Met die instelling van televisie – jare 
terug – het ek eenkeer ŉ vreemde 
ding in ŉ ouetehuis gesien.

Ek het by ŉ kamer verbygeloop en 
ŉ ou oom voor ŉ televisiestel sien 
sit. Daar was net ŉ toetssein op die 
skerm, maar hy het stip daarna 
gesit en staar.Vars uit universiteit, 
het ek hierdie gedrag aan die 
“narkotiese disfunksie van die 
beeld” toegeskryf.

So, ek het oor die jare katvoet 
geloop om my nie aan hierdie           
disfunksie – wat ek breinverlamming 
noem – oor te gee nie. Maar, toe 
loop ek my verlede jaar tydens ŉ 
binnelandse reis in die tegnologiese 
breinverlamming van ŉ GPS vas.

Die GPS was splinternuut en is 
geprogrammeer om die pad na 
Mokala – ŉ Sanpark anderkant 
Kimberley – aan te dui. By Richie het 
die vrou uit die pens van die GPS 
ons opdrag gegee om regs te draai. 
Alhoewel daar geen padaanwyser 
vir Mokala was nie, het ons dit 
gedoen. “Dis dalk ŉ korter roete”, het 
ons vir mekaar gesê.

Dit was sterk skemer en die tannie 
op die GPS (soos ek haar nou nog 
noem) het ons later weer ŉ skoot 
laat links draai. Hierdie nog smaller 

grondpad, het tussen delwerye 
deur gekronkel en soos wat dit 
donkerder geword het, was dit al 
moeiliker om die GPS-tannie se 
instruksies te volg. Daar was letterlik 
ŉ doolhof van paadjies en dit was 
nie altyd duidelik waar om te draai 
nie.

Dit is toe dat iets my opval. Ek 
en my vrou het albei asof 
gehipnotiseer na die vlaggie – wat 
ons eindbestemming aandui – op 
die GPS gekyk. Daar was egter nie 
enige aanduiding dat die paadjies 
daar tussen die diggings ons by 
Mokala sou uitbring nie. Eers toe 
ons uit die bloute sein verloor, het 
ons besef dit is tyd om om te draai.
Ons het eenvoudig nie geweet 
watter een van die baie paadjies 
ons moes neem nie.

Op pad terug het ŉ bakkie ons 
daar tussen die delwershope begin 
volg en gevaarlik na aan my Jeep 
se agterste buffer begin ry. Ek het 
effens versnel en die “agtervolgers” 
afgeskud. Tussen die twee van ons, 
kon ons gelukkig die pad na Richie 
teruggevind. 

Terug op die grootpad, het ons 
so tien kilometer verder die 
afdraaibord na Mokala gekry. Die 
mense het genadiglik vir ons by die 

Deur Lucas M. Oosthuizen

hek gewag en ons na ons blyplek in 
die park begelei. 

My skoonpa het later gewaarsku 
dat mens moeilikheid soek as jy 
ongenooid tussen die delwerye 
rondry. Die mense is baie senuagtig 
oor diamantsmokkelaars, -diefstal 
en onwettige verkope. “Julle kan bly 
wees hulle het nie op julle geskiet 
nie,” het hy ons sterk kapittel.

ŉ Mens sou dink dat ons ná 
hierdie petalje ons les sou geleer 
het – maar dit was helaas nie so nie! 
Onderweg na die Tankwa Nasionale 
Park het ons een middag op 
Sutherland by die hotel stilgehou 
om iets te eet. Die GPS was weer 
aan diens. Net voor ons in die 
dorp aangekom het, het die GPS 
aangedui dat ons in die rigting van 
Middelpos moes ry na die Tankwa.

Ná ete het dit egter ŉ ander 
deuntjie gesing (of gepraat). Dit het 
ons in die rigting van die Kaapse 
hoofpad beduie. So ŉ stuk of twintig 
kilometer buite die dorp, het die 
GPS-tannie ons beveel om op ŉ 
grondpad regs af te draai wat ons 
– volgens haar – na Klappieshoek 
(uitgespreek Klapeesjhook) sou 
neem. 

Ons het deur plase begin ry – en 
my vrou moes elke paar kilometer 
hekke oop-en toemaak. “Daar is 
goeie samewerking tussen die 
“Parkeraad” en die plaaslike boere”, 
het ons gedink. Die pad was in ŉ 
redelike toestand en ons het nie 
veel gestres nie. Daar was immers 
genoeg tyd en ons het uitgewerk 
dat ons omtrent ŉ uur voor 
toemaaktyd by ons blyplek in die 
Tankwa sou aankom. 

Ná so uur of wat se ry het die “breë 
weg” egter in ŉ tweespoorpad 
verander. Die pad het so styl geraak 
dat ek moes oorsit in donkierat.
Klippe en dongas het bestuur in 
ŉ stoeigeveg laat verander. Die 
Jeep het met tye so geskud dat dit 
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gevoel het of my tandstopsels gaan 
uitval.

Ons het stelselmatig teen iets 
opgekruie wat soos ŉ platorand 
gelyk het, en later weer daarteen 
afgery. Die afstand oor hierdie 
“kliprug” was net 10 kilometer – 
maar dit het ons ŉ uur gevat om 
dit af te lê. Toe ons onder kom het 
die GPS – net soos by die delwerye 
– sein verloor. Daar was egter nie 
sprake van omdraai nie. Daar was 
om mee te begin, nie genoeg tyd 
oor nie!

Toe die pad weer breed word en 
plaashekke hul verskyning maak, 
het ons begin kalmer word. Ons het 
egter nie veel vertroue gehad dat 
die GPS ons by ons bestemming 
sou uitbring nie – al het dit weer 
ná ŉ ruk sein herwin. 

Daar was daarom ŉ dankbare (en 
gesamentlike) sug van verligting 
toe ons ewe skielik ŉ aanwysing vir 

Tankwa Nasionale Park Ontvangs 
sien. Ons het skaars tyd gehad 
om die kerse in ons blyplek aan te 
steek, voor dit heeltemal donker 
geword het. 

Ná die riller-rit, het ons die 
volgende dag die kort Elandsberg 
4X4 roete naby ons blyplek 
aangedurf. Dit kon immers 
beswaarlik rowwer as die vorige 
dag gaan.

 Toe ons egter die eerste klippe 
en gate tref, het ons seer en stywe 
lywe ons spontaan gelyk Aaah! 
laat uitroep. ŉ Dag of wat later het 
ons die Ouberg-pas gery en dit 
besonder mak gevind!

Ná hierdie ervarings (wat nogal kort 
namekaar plaasgevind het) het ek 
egter besef dat jy nie jou brein kan 
afskakel as jy tegnologiese wonders 
soos ŉ GPS gebruik nie. Indien jy dit 
doen, kan jy lelik in die sop beland! 
So, ek praat deesdae terug met 

die GPS-tannie en laat haar goed 
verstaan as ek nie met ŉ instruksie 
van haar saamstem nie. Dan volg 
ek gewoon my eie kop en trap haar 
uit as sy my iets onnosel wil laat 
aanvang.

Gepraat van onnosel, dit gaan ook 
heelwat beter sedert ons die GPS 
se aanwysings beter bestudeer 
het! Dan wil mens natuurlik ook 
nie weet wat die mense dink as jy 
alleen in die motor is en met die 
GPS-tannie in gesprek tree nie!

Ek het verlede week egter weer 
aan die ou oom voor die televisie 
gedink. ŉ Motorhandelaar het my 
vertel dat honderde mense met 
ingeboude navigasiesisteme in 
hul bosvoertuie (wat nooit die bos 
sien nie) elke dag tussen Pretoria 
en Johannesburg na die GPS staar 
terwyl hulle werktoe ry.

Sit dit af! – sou Johannes Kerkorrel 
gesê het.



Gardening
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Humour
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